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Wednesday 5th January 2022 
 

Dear Parents, 
 

Happy New Year to you all! We hope you all had a fabulous festive break. 
 

Our first topic back this half term will be 

Stargazing and Nocturnal Animals. 
 

English: 

In English, we will offer continuous opportunities for the children to practise their writing skills 

through both independent and teacher led activities. We will be following our writing journey 

through the book The Night Box, then we will move onto a variety of stories about wolves. Both 

journeys invite a variety of gripping writing opportunities through a range of purposes and genres. 

The children are enjoying predicting what they think might happen next to the characters in our 

stories and looking at the different ways the authors keep us hooked and wanting to read on.  
 

In Phonics, we will enter into our new Essential Letters and Sounds phonics scheme building on 

from our previous learning. (More information about this new phonics scheme will be sent out by 

the end of this week.) Alongside this, we will add to Google Classroom a list of words that follow 

our Year 2 spelling focus for the children to practice reading and writing through ‘look, cover, 

write, check’ in preparation for a quiz on Friday. This will be supported by a spelling quiz your child 

can play on Purple Mash.  On Fridays, we will send home their spelling book for you to see how they 

did in the quiz. Please ensure the spelling book is returned to school the following Monday. 

(Please note, we will begin sending home spellings next week.) 

Maths: 

In Maths, we will begin the half term by revising place value then addition and subtraction. 

Following this, the learning will move onto 3D shape and time. Any support you can give your child at 

home with telling the time will be much appreciated: Using a clock (digital or analogue) to recognise 

the times of daily activities. Daily practice of this is best. 

Science: 

We will be using our scientific skills to find nocturnal animals in their habitats and identifying their 

basic needs to survive. We will use simple food chains to discovery what the different animals eat. 

As we’re learning about nocturnal animals, we will also look at some of the star constellations you 

will see in the night sky. 
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Art:     

We will be inspired by the illustrations in the You Are Stardust book by Elin Kelsey and create a 

collage of a woodland scene at night.  

PE: 

PE will be on a Monday and a Friday, rain or shine each week, so please ensure children have their 

PE kits in school from Wednesday 5th January where they will remain on their peg until the end of 

the half term (unless they need washing! In this instance, we will send them home.) As a reminder; 

the children will need plimsolls/trainers, navy blue shorts/jogging bottoms, plain white or light blue 

t-shirt and a blue sweatshirt. Earrings will need to be removed for these PE days. Please refer to 

the School Uniform Policy.  

This term our PE sessions will be focusing on netball with Coach Jack/George and following our 

school scheme REAL PE concentrating on the COGNITIVE cog. 

 

ICT:  

In ICT we will use the tablets to retrieve facts about nocturnal animals then publish them.  

 

History and Geography: 

We will describe the different key features of places and compare local habitats. 

Homework: 

Homework will be sent through on Parent Mail and Google Classroom on a Monday morning and is to 

be completed by Friday morning. Each week, the expectation will be as follows; 
- Read with your child each day and write a comment in your child’s Reading Record. 

- Complete the Maths preteach page, as directed by Mrs Collins’ message on Google Classroom. 

- Practise your spellings and play the quiz on Purple Mash in preparation for Friday’s quiz.  

- Play the Maths game allocated to your Active Learn account. 

- check Google Classroom for updates and OPTIONAL topic homework. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us on Google 

Classroom.  
 

Kind regards, 

Zoe Roberts, Abi Gilbert and the rest of the Year 2 team. 
 


